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1.1 Introduction

The Dutch Parliamentary Election Study 1994 is the ninth in a series of national election studies. Previous studies
have been conducted around the elections for the Second Chamber of Parliament in 1967, 1971, 1972, 1977, 1981,
1982, 1986, and 1989. The 1994 study focuses on the May 3, 1994 elections for the Second Chamber of Parliament.
These elections were scheduled regularly after the Lubbers-III cabinet formed by CDA and PvdA had reached the
end of its term.

This codebook provides information about the organization and design of the Dutch Parliamentary Election Study
1994 and about the contents of the associated data file. To that end, the book has been divided into four parts. The
first part of the book contains all relevant information about the general aspects of the study, such as funding,
fieldwork, nonresponse, and data processing. The second part of the book contains all relevant information about
the variables in the data file, such as variable numbers, variable labels, frequency distributions, English language
question texts, and coding of missing values. The third part of the book contains reproductions of the (electronic)
questionnaires and the showcards that were used for the interviews. Finally, the fourth and last part of this codebook
consists of 19 appendices with additional information on either specific variables included in the data file or on
contextual aspects of the study. 

1.2 Funding

The Dutch Parliamentary Election Study 1994 has been made possible by grants from the Ministry of Health and
Sport (formerly the Ministry of Health and Culture), the Ministry of the Interior, the Social and Cultural Planning
Office (SCP) and the Netherlands Organization for Scientific Research (NWO). Additional personnel as well as
computing and printing facilities were contributed by the Department of Political Science (PSCW) of the University
of Amsterdam and by the Department of Political Science of the University of Nijmegen.

1.3 Organization

The fieldwork of the Dutch Parliamentary Election Study 1994 was carried out by the Netherlands Central Bureau
of Statistics (CBS). The interviews were conducted by CBS's own corps of interviewers. The interviews were
conducted face to face by means of notebook computers.

The interviewers were instructed both orally and in writing. During the month of february, several meetings were
held at different locations in the Netherlands. Each interviewer attended one of these meetings. The maximum
number of participants in these meetings was fifteen. During these meetings, the interviewers were informed about
specific aspects of the study, in particular the background and goals of the study, the research design, the selection
of respondents, the structure and contents of the questionnaires, and specific do's and don'ts with respect to
particular questions. The written instructions consisted of special booklets, which were sent to the interviewers
along with the floppy disks with the electronic questionnaires. These booklets basically contained a synopsis of
the main points of the meeting. Separate booklets were used for each wave of interviews.

The questionnaires were designed by a core group of electoral researchers under the responsibility of the board
of the Dutch Electoral Research Foundation, abbreviated as SKON (Stichting Kiezersonderzoek Nederland). SKON

is the formal successor of the interuniversity workgroups that were responsible for the Dutch Parliamentary
Election Studies in the 1971-1986 period. At the time of the 1994 study, the board of SKON consisted of: prof. dr.
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J.J.A. Thomassen (University of Twente, Chair), dr. B. Niemöller (University of Amsterdam, Secretary and
Treasurer), prof. dr. J.W. van Deth (University of Nijmegen), prof. dr. C. van der Eijk (University of Amsterdam),
prof. G.A. Irwin Ph.D. (University of Leiden), dr. C.W.A.M. Aarts (University of Twente), and dr. H. Anker
(University of Nijmegen). The core group consisted of: dr. C.W.A.M. Aarts (University of Twente), dr. H. Anker
(University of Nijmegen), dr. J.J.M. van Holsteyn (University of Leiden), drs. E.V. Oppenhuis (University of
Amsterdam), dr. P.C.P.M. Pennings (Free University Amsterdam), and drs. K. Wittebrood (University of
Nijmegen).

The questionnaires have two parts. The first part, the so-called 'fixed part', contains topics that, according to the
board of SKON, in general should be included in the Dutch Parliamentary Election Studies. This part includes such
variables as party choice, party adherence, issue orientations, and candidate evaluations. The second part is known
as the 'variable part' of the questionnaire and consists of questions that have been proposed by scholars in the field.
This part usually serves rather specific research projects. Thirty-one such proposals reached the core group. The
core group evaluated the proposed questions and determined whether or not they should be included in the
questionnaires. Thirteen of these proposals were selected for inclusion in the questionnaires, one of which was
refused by CBS on ethical grounds. The latter was replaced by an alternative set of questions pertaining to the same
topic. 

By contract, CBS has the right to add questions to the questionnaires. The organization does so at its own expense
and no permission of SKON is needed. In 1994, CBS made use of this right by adding several questions to the
questionnaires. Although these questions do not form an integral part of the 1994 study, they have nonetheless
been included in the data file. These variables can be used without restrictions.

1.4 Study design

The 1994 study has been designed as a two wave, short-term panel study, and was carried out on the basis of a
representative sample of the Dutch electorate at the time of the 1994 parliamentary elections. The first wave of
interviews was conducted before the election in the period from March 5 until April 22 (eleven days before the
election). The second wave of interviews started on May 9 (six days after the election) and continued until June
30. The fieldwork did not encounter meaningful problems. As some of the interviews were conducted after the
elections for the European Parliament on June 9, some of the questions pertaining to the European elections were
rephrased in order to accommodate the change in circumstances.

In addition to the election study documented in this codebook, SKON also conducted a new wave of interviews for
the 1989-1994 panel study. This panel already had been interviewed twice in 1989 (first and second wave of
interviews of the fresh sample), and the interviews conducted in 1994 thus formed the third (and final) wave of
the panel. The documentation of the panel study is presented in a separate codebook (Anker and Oppenhuis 1995).

1.5 Sampling information

To obtain a representative sample of the 1994 electorate, a similar sampling procedure has been employed as in
the four most recent Dutch Parliamentary Election Studies. The sampling procedure is a two-stage procedure. It
starts with a sample of households. Then, from all members of household, the person who was eligible on May
3 and whose birthday fell first after December 31, 1993 was selected for the interview. No substitution by another
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person was allowed in case of refusal, no-contact or other factors precluding an interview. An extensive discussion
of the merits of this procedure vis-a-vis other possibilities has been presented by Van der Eijk, Niemöller, and
Eggen (1981); also refer to Van der Eijk and Irwin (1988).

The sample of households has been drawn from the Geografisch basisregister. This is an address register
maintained by CBS and is based to a large extent on the national mail delivery register (postafgiftepuntenbestand).
The sample size has been set at 4,000. To keep travel time and therefore costs within acceptable limits, the
minimum number of addresses to be sampled for each municipality in the sample (i.e., the cluster size) has been
set at sixteen. Thus, municipalities with more than 30,000 inhabitants were automatically included in the sample,
as they contained sixteen or more sampled addresses. A random sample was drawn from the remaining
municipalities with less than 30,000 inhabitants. Although most mail delivery points coincide with separate
households, occasionally two or more households belong to the same mail delivery point. In such cases, each
household (to a maximum of three) was included in the sample. Due to this phenomenon, the 4,000 addresses
visited by the interviewers produced a total of 4,042 different households. 

1.6 Response and nonresponse

Several actions were taken to increase the response rate for both waves of interviews. First, a letter of introduction
was mailed to all sampled mail delivery points. This letter explained the nature of the study, announced that an
interviewer would come along, and contained a telephone  number for those persons who would like to have more
information about the study. The letter also included the name of the interviewer, his or her telephone number,
the intended date of visiting and information about whether the interviewer would show up in the morning, in the
afternoon, or in the evening. Second, the interviewers were encouraged to visit the addresses as often as they
thought was reasonably possible.

The following table contains a summary of the response and nonresponse for the first wave of interviews:

Response wave 1: 1,812 (47.5%)
Nonresponse wave 1:

refusals 1,641 (43.0%)
respondent too busy 46 (1.2%)
illness 78 (2.0%)
no contact 188 (5.0%)
language barrier 43 (1.1%)
other 8 (0.2%)

)) )))

Gross sample: 3,816 (100.0%)

Other causes of nonresponse:
 uninhabited dwelling 160
 no eligible citizens 66

))

Original sample: 4,042

For the second wave of interviews, the numbers are as follows: 
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The data file contains various extra variables that have been added for the convenience of the analyst. The
construction of these additional variables is documented partly in section 2.3 of this codebook (documentation
of variables), and, when extensive, in separate appendices.

As in 1989, the data file has been affected by CBS's policy to prevent the possible identification of individual
respondents. Due to this privacy protection policy, some of the variables have been categorized in terms of cruder
categories (as compared to previous Dutch Parliamentary Election Studies), while other variables have been
excluded from the data file altogether. The affected variables all deal with geographical characteristics or
information that can be interpreted as such. This means that the data file does not contain any information on
region, province, municipality code, nodal area code, local party voted for in municipal elections, and names of
local or regional newspapers. 

The answers to all open-ended questions have been screened by the authors of this codebook. It was found that
some of this information can be used to identify individual respondents. This is true in particular for some of the
'verbatim' responses to open-ended questions. As a precautionary measure, verbatim answers containing such clues
have been replaced by a series of asterisks (*). 

1.8 Data files

The Dutch Parliamentary Election Study 1994 is available as a micro file (which is documented in this codebook)
and as a public documentation file. The micro file contains some (but not all) of the information that, according
to CBS's current privacy protection policy, should be considered as potentially harmful as it may, in theory, and
when properly combined, result in the identification of one or more of the respondents. The public documentation
file does not contain any such information. 

For this reason, the micro file is not distributed by the major data archives. The micro file of the 1994 study can
be obtained through CBS. Unfortunately, the micro file cannot be accessed by foreign researchers, unless they reside
in the Netherlands. The data can be obtained in one of the following formats:
 - an SPSS export file, containing 1,812 cases and 555 variables. This file is fully labeled, contains missing value

definitions, and includes a document text.
 - a utility file, containing labels for variables and values, and missing value definitions. This utility file contains

only normal ASCII code, and thus can also be edited in such a way that it can serve to label a data file in a
different format than SPSS.

Like all previous Dutch Parliamentary Election Studies, the public documentation file of the 1994 study can be
obtained from Steinmetz Archive in Amsterdam (the Netherlands) or from the Inter-university Consortium for
Political and Social Research (ICPSR) in Ann Arbor (United States). The public documentation file is available
without restrictions, both inside and outside the Netherlands. This file contains enough information to satisfy the
interests of most analysts. The data can be obtained in one of the following formats:
 - an SPSS export file, containing 1,812 cases and 490 variables. This file is fully labeled, contains missing value

definitions, and includes a document text.
 - a utility file, containing labels for variables and values, and missing value definitions. This utility file contains

only normal ASCII code, and thus can also be edited in such a way that it can serve to label a data file in a
different format than SPSS. 
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Refer to Appendix 19 for an overview of the information that has been included in the micro file, but which has
been excluded from the public documentation file.

In addition to the data described in this codebook, a small data file exists with 4,042 records, each of which
represents one of the cases in the sample of mail delivery points. For each case, the file contains a number of
variables by means of which the entire sample history can be reconstructed. This file, however, has not been
released by CBS for general use, as it contains information that CBS considers to be privacy sensitive. Readers who
would like to use this data file should therefore contact CBS directly. 
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2.1 Variable description list

VAR001 Study number
VAR002 Respondent identification number
VAR003 Type of interview record

FIRST WAVE OF INTERVIEWS

VAR004 Typology of household composition

Political interest and communication
VAR005 Reads about national news?
VAR006 Talks about national problems?
VAR007 Reads about foreign news?
VAR008 Interested in politics?
VAR009 Political interest score
VAR010 Daily newspaper - first answer
VAR011 Daily newspaper - second answer
VAR012 Daily newspaper - third answer
VAR013 Daily newspaper - fourth to eighth answer
VAR014 Frequency watching NOS tv newscast
VAR015 Frequency watching RTL4 tv newscast

Most important national problem
VAR016 Most important national problem - first answer
VAR017 Most important national problem - second answer
VAR018 Most important national problem - third answer
VAR019 Most important national problem - fourth answer
VAR020 Most important national problem - fifth answer

Party adherence
VAR021 Respondent is (not) an adherent to a party
VAR022 Party respondent is an adherent to
VAR023 Respondent is (not) convinced adherent
VAR024 Respondent is not an adherent but attracted to a party
VAR025 Party respondent is attracted to
VAR026 Strength of party adherence
VAR027 Direction of party adherence

Party membership
VAR028 Respondent is (not) a member of a party
VAR029 Party respondent is a member of
VAR030 Members of household are (not) members of party
VAR031 Party members of household are member of

Government policy satisfaction
VAR032 Effect government policy on economic situation
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VAR033 Effect government policy on employment
VAR034 Effect government policy on respondent's finances
VAR035 Satisfaction with government
VAR036 Policy satisfaction score

Vote intention Second Chamber 1994
VAR037 Intends to vote in 1994 parliamentary elections?
VAR038 Vote intention 1994 parliamentary elections
VAR039 Uncertainty about voting and party choice
VAR040 Short-term vote probability PvdA

VAR041 Short-term vote probability CDA

VAR042 Short-term vote probability VVD

VAR043 Short-term vote probability D66
VAR044 Short-term vote probability GroenLinks
VAR045 Short-term vote probability SGP

VAR046 Short-term vote probability GPV

VAR047 Short-term vote probability RPF

VAR048 Short-term vote probability Centrumdemocraten
VAR049 Short-term vote probability other party 1
VAR050 Short-term vote probability other party 2
VAR051 Short-term vote probability nonvoting
VAR052 Name other party 1
VAR053 Name other party 2
VAR054 Vote intention if obliged to vote

Previous voting behavior Second Chamber 1989
VAR055 Did (not) vote in 1989 parliamentary elections
VAR056 Party voted for in 1989 parliamentary elections

Political (position) issues - euthanasia
VAR057 Euthanasia - perception of CDA

VAR058 Euthanasia - perception of PvdA

VAR059 Euthanasia - perception of VVD

VAR060 Euthanasia - perception of D66
VAR061 Euthanasia - respondent's preference

Political (position) issues - crime
VAR062 Crime - perception of CDA

VAR063 Crime - perception of PvdA

VAR064 Crime - perception of VVD

VAR065 Crime - perception of D66
VAR066 Crime - respondents's preference

Political (position) issues - differences in income
VAR067 Income differences - perception of CDA

VAR068 Income differences - perception of PvdA

VAR069 Income differences - perception of VVD

VAR070 Income differences - perception of D66
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VAR071 Income differences - respondent's preference

Political (position) issues - nuclear plants
VAR072 Nuclear plants - perception of CDA

VAR073 Nuclear plants - perception of PvdA

VAR074 Nuclear plants - perception of VVD

VAR075 Nuclear plants - perception of D66
VAR076 Nuclear plants - respondent's preference

Political (position) issues - ethnic minorities
VAR077 Ethnic minorities - perception of CDA

VAR078 Ethnic minorities - perception of PvdA

VAR079 Ethnic minorities - perception of VVD

VAR080 Ethnic minorities - perception of D66
VAR081 Ethnic minorities - respondent's preference

Voting behavior in 1994 municipal elections
VAR082 Did (not) vote in 1994 municipal elections
VAR083 Party voted for in 1994 municipal elections
VAR084 Did vote in 1994 municipal elections - first reason
VAR085 Did vote in 1994 municipal elections - second reason
VAR086 Did not vote in 1994 municipal elections - reason

Political idealism
VAR087 Political idealism - item 1
VAR088 Political idealism - item 2
VAR089 Political idealism - item 3
VAR090 Political idealism score

Sympathy scores for political parties
VAR091 Sympathy score PvdA

VAR092 Sympathy score VVD

VAR093 Sympathy score D66
VAR094 Sympathy score GroenLinks
VAR095 Sympathy score CDA

VAR096 Sympathy score SGP

VAR097 Sympathy score GPV

VAR098 Sympathy score RPF

VAR099 Sympathy score Centrumdemocraten

Sympathy scores for politicians
VAR100 Sympathy score Lubbers
VAR101 Sympathy score Kok
VAR102 Sympathy score Brinkman
VAR103 Sympathy score Bolkestein
VAR104 Sympathy score Brouwer
VAR105 Sympathy score Rabbae
VAR106 Sympathy score Schutte
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VAR107 Sympathy score Van Mierlo
VAR108 Sympathy score Wöltgens
VAR109 Sympathy score Van der Vlies
VAR110 Sympathy score Van Dijke
VAR111 Sympathy score Janmaat

Coalition preference
VAR112 D66 preferred in cabinet?
VAR113 PvdA preferred in cabinet?
VAR114 CDA preferred in cabinet?
VAR115 VVD preferred in cabinet?
VAR116 Preferred government coalition
VAR117 Does it matter who are in the coalition?

Political environment during adolescence
VAR118 Discussed politics at home when adolescent
VAR119 Recalls party preference of father?
VAR120 Party preference of father during adolescence - first answer
VAR121 Party preference of father during adolescence - second answer
VAR122 Recalls party preference of mother?
VAR123 Party preference of mother during adolescence - first answer
VAR124 Party preference mother during adolescence - second answer

Family values
VAR125 Family values - item 1
VAR126 Family values - item 2
VAR127 Family values - item 3
VAR128 Family values - item 4
VAR129 Family values - item 5
VAR130 Family values - item 6
VAR131 Family values - item 7
VAR132 Family values - item 8
VAR133 Family values - item 9
VAR134 Family values - item 10
VAR135 Family values - item 11
VAR136 Family values - item 12
VAR137 Family values - item 13
VAR138 Family values - item 14

Left and right in politics
VAR139 Left-right selfrating

Political (position) issues - asylum seekers
VAR140 Opinion on asylum seekers
VAR141 Opinion on asylum seekers from within EU
VAR142 Opinion on asylum seekers outside EU
VAR143 Foreigners should be welcome
VAR144 The number of asylum seekers is too big
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VAR145 Other cultures enrich Dutch society
VAR146 Deny access only in exceptional cases
VAR147 Willing to pay for asylum seekers
VAR148 Opinion on allowing political refugees

Meaning of life
VAR149 Meaning of life - item 1
VAR150 Meaning of life - item 2
VAR151 Meaning of life - item 3
VAR152 Meaning of life - item 4
VAR153 Meaning of life - item 5
VAR154 Meaning of life - item 6
VAR155 Meaning of life - item 7
VAR156 Meaning of life - item 8
VAR157 Meaning of life - item 9

Religion of respondent
VAR158 Is respondent religious?
VAR159 Religious denomination of respondent
VAR160 Dutch Reformed denomination of respondent
VAR161 Calvinist denomination of respondent
VAR162 Respondent's attendance of religious services
VAR163 Denomination under which respondent was raised
VAR164 Other denomination under which respondent was raised

Religion of partner
VAR165 Respondent has (not) a partner
VAR166 Religious denomination of partner
VAR167 Dutch Reformed denomination of partner
VAR168 Calvinist denomination of partner
VAR169 Partner's attendance of religious services
VAR170 Denomination under which partner was raised
VAR171 Other denomination under which partner was raised

Background characteristics of respondent
VAR172 Age of respondent
VAR173 Electoral cohort of respondent
VAR174 Education of respondent
VAR175 Number of persons in household
VAR176 Sex of respondent
VAR177 Marital status of respondent
VAR178 Social class - self image
VAR179 Income of respondent's household
VAR180 Degree of urbanization
VAR181 Daily activities of respondent
VAR182 Number of hours respondent spends on work
VAR183 Current occupational status of respondent
VAR184 Number of persons employed by self-employed respondent
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VAR185 Self-employed respondent mainly manager?
VAR186 Number of persons supervised by respondent
VAR187 Branch of industry of respondent's current occupation
VAR188 Respondent's current occupation
VAR189 EGP current occupation of respondent
VAR190 Number of hours respondent spent on work
VAR191 Former occupational status of respondent
VAR192 Number of persons employed by formerly self-employed respondent
VAR193 Formerly self-employed respondent mainly manager?
VAR194 Number of persons supervised by respondent in former job
VAR195 Branch of industry respondent's former occupation
VAR196 Respondent's former occupation
VAR197 EGP former occupation of respondent

Background characteristics of partner
VAR198 Age of partner
VAR199 Education of partner
VAR200 Sex of partner
VAR201 Daily activities of partner
VAR202 Number of hours partner spends on work
VAR203 Current occupational status of partner
VAR204 Number of persons employed by self-employed partner
VAR205 Self-employed partner mainly manager?
VAR206 Number of persons supervised by partner
VAR207 Branch of industry of partner's current occupation
VAR208 Partner's current occupation
VAR209 EGP current occupation of partner
VAR210 Number of hours partner spent on work
VAR211 Former occupational status of partner
VAR212 Number of persons employed by formerly self-employed partner
VAR213 Formerly self-employed partner mainly manager?
VAR214 Number of persons supervised by partner
VAR215 Branch of industry partner's former occupation
VAR216 Partner's former occupation
VAR217 EGP former occupation of partner

Background characteristics of head of household (if not respondent or partner)
VAR218 Identity of head of household
VAR219 Age of head of household
VAR220 Education of head of household
VAR221 Sex of head of household
VAR222 Daily activities of head of household
VAR223 Number of hours head of household spends on work
VAR224 Current occupational status of head of household
VAR225 Number of persons employed by self-employed head of household
VAR226 Self-employed head of household mainly manager?
VAR227 Number of persons supervised by head of household
VAR228 Branch of industry head of household's current occupation
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VAR229 Head of household's current occupation
VAR230 EGP current occupation of head of household
VAR231 Number of hours head of household spent on work
VAR232 Former occupational status of head of household
VAR233 Number of persons employed by formerly self-employed head of household
VAR234 Formerly self-employed head of household mainly manager?
VAR235 Number of persons supervised by head of household in previous job
VAR236 Branch of industry head of household's former occupation
VAR237 Head of household's former occupation
VAR238 EGP former occupation of head of household

Background characteristics of respondent's father
VAR239 Education of father
VAR240 Respondent had (not) a father when 12 years old
VAR241 Daily activities of father
VAR242 Father unemployed or disabled
VAR243 Number of hours father spent on work
VAR244 Occupational status of father
VAR245 Number of persons employed by self-employed father
VAR246 Self-employed father mainly manager?
VAR247 Number of persons supervised by father
VAR248 Father's occupation
VAR249 EGP father when respondent was 12 years old

Background characteristics of respondent's mother
VAR250 Education of mother
VAR251 Respondent had (not) a mother when 12 years old
VAR252 Daily activities of mother
VAR253 Mother unemployed or disabled
VAR254 Number of hours mother spent on work
VAR255 Occupational status of mother
VAR256 Number of persons employed by self-employed mother
VAR257 Self-employed mother mainly manager?
VAR258 Number of persons supervised by mother
VAR259 Mother's occupation
VAR260 EGP mother when respondent was 12 years old

Interview information
VAR261 Date of first interview (mdd)
VAR262 Start of first interview (hhmmss)
VAR263 End of first interview (hhmmss)
VAR264 Duration of first interview (hmmss)
VAR265 Willingness to participate in next wave
VAR266 Present at interview - children under 6 years
VAR267 Present at interview - children 6 years and over
VAR268 Present at interview - spouse or partner
VAR269 Present at interview - other relatives
VAR270 Present at interview - other adults
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VAR271 Presence of disturbing influences
VAR272 Disturbing influences - first coding
VAR273 Disturbing influences - second coding



VARIABLE DESCRIPTION LIST - WAVE 2

21

SECOND WAVE OF INTERVIEWS

Interest in campaign
VAR274 Reads about campaign news
VAR275 Did (not) watch election debate on tv
VAR276 Campaign activity - first item
VAR277 Campaign activity - second item
VAR278 Campaign activity - third item
VAR279 Campaign activity - fourth item

Voting behavior Second Chamber 1994
VAR280 Did (not) vote in 1994 parliamentary elections
VAR281 Party voted for in 1994 parliamentary election
VAR282 Did vote in parliamentary election - first reason
VAR283 Did vote in parliamentary election - second reason
VAR284 Party choice - first reason
VAR285 Party choice - second reason
VAR286 Party choice - third reason
VAR287 Party choice - fourth reason
VAR288 Party choice - when decided
VAR289 Previous voting behavior of respondent
VAR290 Party previously voted for - first answer
VAR291 Party previously voted for - second answer
VAR292 Party previously voted for - third answer
VAR293 Party previously voted for - fourth answer
VAR294 Considered not to vote in 1994
VAR295 Did (not) hesitate about party choice
VAR296 Party considered as alternative choice
VAR297 Did not vote in 1994 parliamentary election - reason
VAR298 Did not vote - when decided
VAR299 Preferred party of nonvoters

Political (valence) issues
VAR300 Solving unemployment - first party
VAR301 Solving unemployment - second party
VAR302 Solving unemployment - third party
VAR303 Solving crime - first party
VAR304 Solving crime - second party
VAR305 Solving crime - third party
VAR306 Solving pollution - first party
VAR307 Solving pollution - second party
VAR308 Solving pollution - third party
VAR309 Solving welfare fraud - first party
VAR310 Solving welfare fraud - second party
VAR311 Solving welfare fraud - third party
VAR312 Solving budget deficit - first party
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VAR313 Solving budget deficit - second party
VAR314 Solving budget deficit - third party
VAR315 Solving pensioners income - first party
VAR316 Solving pensioners income - second party
VAR317 Solving pensioners income - third party

Political (valence) issues - priorities
VAR318 Valence issues - first priority
VAR319 Valence issues - second priority
VAR320 Valence issues - third priority
VAR321 Valence issues - fourth priority
VAR322 Valence issues - fifth priority
VAR323 Valence issues - sixth priority

Political (position) issues - European unification
VAR324 European unification - CDA

VAR325 European unification - PvdA

VAR326 European unification - VVD

VAR327 European unification - D66
VAR328 European unification - GroenLinks
VAR329 European unification - SGP-GPV-RPF

VAR330 European unification - Centrumdemocraten
VAR331 European unification - respondent's preference

Position issues - priorities
VAR332 Political problems - first priority
VAR333 Political problems - second priority
VAR334 Political problems - third priority

Vote intention 1994 European elections
VAR335 Intends to vote in 1994 European elections
VAR336 Vote intention 1994 European elections
VAR337 Intends to vote in 1994 European elections - first reason
VAR338 Intends to vote in 1994 European elections - second reason
VAR339 Does not intend to vote in 1994 European elections - reason

Faith in prospective premiers
VAR340 Faith in Brinkman as premier
VAR341 Faith in Kok as premier
VAR342 Faith in Bolkestein as premier
VAR343 Faith in Van Mierlo as premier
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Political knowledge
VAR344 Photo a - Brouwer
VAR345 Party of Brouwer
VAR346 Political function of Brouwer
VAR347 Photo b - Wöltgens
VAR348 Party of Wöltgens
VAR349 Political function of Wöltgens
VAR350 Photo c - De Vries
VAR351 Party of De Vries
VAR352 Political function of De Vries
VAR353 Photo d - Linschoten
VAR354 Party of Linschoten
VAR355 Political function of Linschoten
VAR356 Political knowledge score (4 items)
VAR357 Political knowledge score (12 items)

Likes and dislikes of political candidates
VAR358 Van Mierlo - like 1
VAR359 Van Mierlo - like 2
VAR360 Van Mierlo - like 3
VAR361 Van Mierlo - like 4
VAR362 Van Mierlo - dislike 1
VAR363 Van Mierlo - dislike 2
VAR364 Van Mierlo - dislike 3
VAR365 Van Mierlo - dislike 4
VAR366 Kok - like 1
VAR367 Kok - like 2
VAR368 Kok - like 3
VAR369 Kok - like 4
VAR370 Kok - dislike 1
VAR371 Kok - dislike 2
VAR372 Kok - dislike 3
VAR373 Kok - dislike 4
VAR374 Bolkestein - like 1
VAR375 Bolkestein - like 2
VAR376 Bolkestein - like 3
VAR377 Bolkestein - like 4
VAR378 Bolkestein - dislike 1
VAR379 Bolkestein - dislike 2
VAR380 Bolkestein - dislike 3
VAR381 Bolkestein - dislike 4
VAR382 Brinkman - like 1
VAR383 Brinkman - like 2
VAR384 Brinkman - like 3
VAR385 Brinkman - like 4
VAR386 Brinkman - dislike 1
VAR387 Brinkman - dislike 2
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VAR388 Brinkman - dislike 3
VAR389 Brinkman - dislike 4

Left and right in politics
VAR390 Left-right selfrating
VAR391 Left-right rating of PvdA

VAR392 Left-right rating of VVD

VAR393 Left-right rating of D66
VAR394 Left-right rating of GroenLinks
VAR395 Left-right rating of CDA

VAR396 Left-right rating of SGP

VAR397 Left-right rating of GPV

VAR398 Left-right rating of RPF

VAR399 Left-right rating of Centrumdemocraten
VAR400 Meaning of 'left' - first answer
VAR401 Meaning of 'left' - second answer
VAR402 Meaning of 'left' - third answer
VAR403 Meaning of 'right' - first answer
VAR404 Meaning of 'right' - second answer
VAR405 Meaning of 'right' - third answer

Political efficacy
VAR406 Political efficacy - first item
VAR407 Political efficacy - second item
VAR408 Political efficacy - third item
VAR409 Political efficacy - fourth item
VAR410 Political efficacy score

Political cynicism
VAR411 Political cynicism - first item
VAR412 Political cynicism - second item
VAR413 Political cynicism - third item
VAR414 Political cynicism score

Orientations toward politics
VAR415 Politics sometimes too complicated
VAR416 Members of Parliament quickly lose contact with citizens
VAR417 Consider myself qualified for politics
VAR418 Voting is a way to exert real influence
VAR419 Could do as good a job in public office
VAR420 Think I am better informed than others
VAR421 Think have a good idea important problems
VAR422 Many ways to influence government decisions
VAR423 Politicians and voters have become alienated
VAR424 Citizen involvement in politics has increased
VAR425 Government officials are interested in our opinions
VAR426 National politics is aware of what is going on
VAR427 Members of Parliament quickly lose contact with citizens
VAR428 The people are interested in municipal council
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VAR429 Amount of attention Members of Parliament pay to people
VAR430 Amount of attention government pays to people
VAR431 Elections help government pay attention to people
VAR432 Internal political efficacy score
VAR433 External political efficacy score

Importance of political institutions
VAR434 Importance municipal council
VAR435 Importance provincial council
VAR436 Importance Second Chamber
VAR437 Importance European Parliament
VAR438 Importance of political institutions score

Meaning of democracy
VAR439 Meaning of 'democracy' - first answer
VAR440 Meaning of 'democracy' - second answer
VAR441 Meaning of 'democracy' - third answer
VAR442 Meaning of 'democracy' - fourth answer

Civic competence and civic political participation
VAR443 Chance acting against unjust local bill
VAR444 Chance acting against unjust national bill
VAR445 Did (not) contact cabinet minister
VAR446 Did (not) contact member of parliament
VAR447 Did (not) sign a petition
VAR448 Did (not) try to activate interest group
VAR449 Did (not) try to activate radio or tv
VAR450 Did (not) try to activate political party
VAR451 Did (not) contact mayor or alderman
VAR452 Did (not) contact municipal councillor
VAR453 Did (not) join civic action group
VAR454 Did (not) join demonstration
VAR455 Did (not) try to activate newspaper
VAR456 Did (not) lodge a complaint
VAR457 Did (not) contact department official
VAR458 Civic participation score
VAR459 Communal political participation score
VAR460 Particularized contacting score

Union membership
VAR461 Respondent is (not) a member of a union
VAR462 Union of which respondent is a member
VAR463 Other union member(s) in household



VARIABLE DESCRIPTION LIST - WAVE 2

26

Political dilemmas
VAR464 Fire person with or without family
VAR465 Fire foreigner or Dutchman
VAR466 Fire male or female
VAR467 Fire old or young
VAR468 Fire white or other skin color
VAR469 Annoyed by people of other nationality?
VAR470 Annoyed by people of other race?
VAR471 Attitude towards positive action foreigners

Probability of ever voting for various parties
VAR472 Probability of future vote for PvdA

VAR473 Probability of future vote for VVD

VAR474 Probability of future vote for D66
VAR475 Probability of future vote for GroenLinks
VAR476 Probability of future vote for CDA

VAR477 Probability of future vote for SGP

VAR478 Probability of future vote for GPV

VAR479 Probability of future vote for RPF

VAR480 Probability of future vote for Centrumdemocraten

Confessional attitude
VAR481 Should there be confessional parties?
VAR482 Should there be confessional unions?
VAR483 Should there be confessional schools?
VAR484 Should there be confessional radio or tv
VAR485 Religion is a good guide in politics
VAR486 Confessional attitude score

Postmaterialism
VAR487 Value priorities - first out of four items
VAR488 Value priorities - second out of four items
VAR489 Value priorities - third out of four items
VAR490 Value priorities - fourth out of four items
VAR491 Value priorities most important - first answer
VAR492 Value priorities most important - second answer
VAR493 Value priorities most important - third answer
VAR494 Value priorities least important - first answer
VAR495 Value priorities least important - second answer
VAR496 Value priorities least important - third answer
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Value orientations
VAR497 Personal freedom
VAR498 Being open-minded to new ideas
VAR499 Securing a high-paying job
VAR500 Replacing parties by strong leaders
VAR501 Freedom of speech
VAR502 Seeking personal fulfillment
VAR503 Working hard and saving for the future
VAR504 Preserving traditional morals and values
VAR505 Respect for authorities
VAR506 Giving people more say in government decisions
VAR507 Maintaining high economic growth
VAR508 Providing for strong defense forces
VAR509 Increasing benefits for the disadvantaged
VAR510 Limiting room for dissenters
VAR511 Improving environment and quality of life
VAR512 Stimulating patriotism
VAR513 Active citizen participation in local politics

Turnout, time, and work
VAR514 Sufficient time to cast a vote
VAR515 Time at which respondent voted
VAR516 Lack of time reason for not voting?
VAR517 Number of working hours on election day

Long-term party preference
VAR518 Respondent does (not) have long-term party preference
VAR519 Party for which respondent has long-term party preference
VAR520 Strength of long-term party preference

Religion
VAR521 Religious denomination of respondent
VAR522 Church attendance of respondent

Weighting variable
VAR523 Weighting factor

Interview information
VAR524 Date of second interview (mdd)
VAR525 Start of second interview (hhmmss)
VAR526 End of second interview (hhmmss)
VAR527 Duration of second interview (hhmmss)
VAR528 Willingness to participate in next wave
VAR529 Present at interview - children under 6 years
VAR530 Present at interview - children 6 years and over
VAR531 Present at interview - spouse or partner
VAR532 Present at interview - other relatives
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VAR533 Present at interview - other adults
VAR534 Presence of disturbing influences
VAR535 Disturbing influences - first coding
VAR536 Disturbing influences - second coding
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VARIABLES WITH VERBATIM ANSWERS

VAR537 Verbatim answer most important problem question
VAR538 Verbatim answer reasons did vote in 1994 municipal elections
VAR539 Verbatim answer reasons did not vote in 1994 municipal elections
VAR540 Verbatim answer reasons did vote in 1994 parliamentary elections
VAR541 Verbatim answer motivation party choice
VAR542 Verbatim answer reasons did not vote in 1994 parliamentary elections
VAR543 Verbatim answer reasons intends to vote in 1994 European elections
VAR544 Verbatim answer reasons does not intend to vote in 1994 European elections
VAR545 Verbatim answer likes Van Mierlo
VAR546 Verbatim answer dislikes Van Mierlo
VAR547 Verbatim answer likes Kok
VAR548 Verbatim answer dislikes Kok
VAR549 Verbatim answer likes Bolkestein
VAR550 Verbatim answer dislikes Bolkestein
VAR551 Verbatim answer likes Brinkman
VAR552 Verbatim answer dislikes Brinkman
VAR553 Verbatim answer meaning of 'left'
VAR554 Verbatim answer meaning of 'right'
VAR555 Verbatim answer meaning of 'democracy'
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2.2 Guide to documentation of variables

This section serves as a guide to the documentation of variables part of the codebook (section 2.3). It does so by
means of a reproduction of one of the variables documented in the codebook, which has been presented below.
This (partly hypothetical) reproduction pertains to 'religious denomination of partner'.

All variables in the data file have been documented in the same format. Fourteen different types of information
have been distinguished, and the reproduction contains at least one example of all fourteen types. Each type is
represented by means of a small printed number followed by a parenthesis. These numbers are not printed in the
actual documentation of variables part, but are references to the descriptions that follow these reproductions.  

VAR166 Religious denomination of partner 1) 2)

QUEST 43a 3)

MD = GE 7 4)

CBS 6)

Does your partner belong to a particular church or religious community, and if so, to which one?5)

Refer to VAR159 for introduction of question text. 7)

1. Roman Catholic 340 18.8 30.58) 9) 10)

2. Dutch Reformed 171 9.4 15.3
3. Calvinist 74 4.1 6.6
4. other 36 2.0 3.2
5. no religion 494 27.3 44.3
7. DK 5 0.3 MD11)

8. NA 1 0.1 MD12)

9. INAP (VAR165, code 2) 691 38.1 MD13)

)) )) ))

1,812 100.0 100.0

Note: due to CBS's privacy protection policy no information has been supplied about 'other
religion of respondent'. 14)

1. Variable name, which in this particular case is equal to VAR166. A variable name is assigned to each of the
555 variables in the data file.

2. Variable label used in the data file. In this case, VAR166 has the label 'Religious denomination of partner.'
3. Question number used in the questionnaire to identify the question by means of which the data for the

documented variable were obtained. In this case, the question number is 43a. Information about the
particular wave in which this question was asked is contained in the header of the page on which the variable
is documented (which, in this case, appears to be wave 1).

4. Missing data definition for the documented variable. This definition contains all the values for the
documented variable that have been coded as 'missing' in the data file. In this case, all values equal to or
greater than 7 have been coded as missing.

5. English translation of original Dutch question text by means of which the data stored in the documented
variable have been collected. The original Dutch question text can be retrieved from the facsimiles of the
questionnaires presented in part 3.

6. Indication that the question by means of which the documented data were obtained (in this case, question
43a) is a CBS-question, implying that it was designed, funded and implemented by CBS. Please note that
SKON is not responsible for the inclusion of these questions in the study.
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7. Additional information about the variable or reference to the place where such information can be found.
In this case, the reader is referred to the previous variable, VAR159, for more information on the introductory
lines of the question text. 

8. Code (also known as 'category' or 'value') under which the information has been stored in the data file. All
respondents who have been assigned the code '1' on this variable have a partner who belongs to the Roman
Catholic church.

9. Labels of the values. Each category has been assigned a different label. In this case, the labels are 'Roman
Catholic', 'Dutch Reformed', etc.

10. Absolute and relative frequency of occurrence of each code in the data file. In this case, 340 respondents
have a Roman Catholic partner. This amounts to 18.8% of all respondents in the data file, or to 30.5% of all
valid responses; that is, the responses not coded as missing data (MD).

11. This is a frequently used value label, indicating a 'don't know' response. In this case, five respondents did
not know to which religious denomination their partner belonged. 

12. This is a frequently used label, indicating that no answer has been ascertained. It is used for all situations
in which no response was recorded other than a consequence of routing. In this case, for one respondent no
answer has been ascertained.

13. This is a frequently used label, indicating 'inappropriate.' This code is assigned when respondents were not
presented the question as a consequence of routing. In this case, 691 respondents were not asked this
question as they had stated earlier that they had no partner (this information is stored in code 2 of VAR165,
hence the extra information '(VAR165, code 2)' in the label of the INAP category).

14. Cautionary remark about the variabe. In most cases, these remarks pertain to 'hidden' differences with
previous Dutch Parliamentary Election Studies that otherwise would easily be missed.






























































































































































































































































































































































































